PEACE COMES IN PIECES,QUILTS SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY
D

iana Berthold of Bellport is getting her act together and entering
her latest creation in the Long Island Quilters’ Society’s biennial
quilt show, “Asian Inspired,” in Garden City at the Field House at 295
Stewart Avenue (formerly St. Paul’s school) on March 20 and 21, 2010.
Ms. Berthold is also an accomplished equesitrian and has entered local
horse shows and creates quilts for horse owners.
Her Pray for Peace for the People & Our Planet is typical of quilted
items created throughout this country’s history. Quilting comments on
the community in a social and cultural context. To quote Jacqueline
Marx Atkins in her book, Shared Threads-Quilting Together Past and
Present, “The process of quilting has brought [women] together in times
of joy, grief, friendship, and protest and has provided them with an
emotional outlet and the opportunity for social interchange.”
Berthold felt a real sense of déjà vu while creating this quilt, having
grown up during the Civil Rights and Peace Movement, the first Earth
Day, and tie dying jeans and recycling other clothing and household
items. “This quilt is a tribute to children all over the world as we pray for
peace for people of the world and for the care of our planet,” said
Berthold The quilt is an original collaboration in design and execution
with her daughter, Elizabeth.
LI Horsewoman Diana Berthold with a friend and her peace quilt.
Berthold chose the well-known Peace symbol to depict the world. It
is made of buttons sewed onto tie dyed fabric, which signifies the world’s oceans, and was fashioned by her daughter. Berthold designed “the
outer borders of bright colors, like the peoples of the world, [to] frame the quilt.” Quiltmaker Berthold thought the dolls of many colors
would be a suitable representation of the world’s children, so she asked her daughter to contribute handmade “Ouch Dolls..”
Some 300 of these dolls originally were crafted to comfort children receiving inoculations at doctors’ offices and they helped Elizabeth
earn her Girl Scout Silver Award. Children held them in their hand regarding the ‘sad face side’ while they were anxious about receiving
their injection. When it was all over they would turn the doll over and would see a happy face.
This quilt received an award when it was exhibited at the Eastern Long Island Quilter's Guild Show in June 2009. It was also displayed at an
event for “Veterans for Peace," in November 2009.
Also, Berthold conceived the “Patchogue-Medford Healing Project.” She supported and organized the “Piecemakers for Peace, Healing
Hands & Mending Hearts Quilt Project” as a response to a hate crime which occurred in November 2008 in the Village of Patchogue in
which an immigrant was beaten and murdered by a group of Medford youths. Berthold created a small quilt and Continued on page 26
Continued

6

invited people from the community to create a quilt expressing their personal feelings about the tragedy.
The Project Quilt has evolved into a large triptych which is currently being hand quilted. After completion, it will be exhibited throughout community institutions. Its final home will be a permanent display in the Patchogue Theater for the
Performing Arts for visitors to the community to view. The work of this group of dedicated women has been documented by
FIOS, a California based group: “Not in Our Neighborhood,” the Long Island Advance, and currently appears on the Empire
Quilters Guild’s website www.empirequiltersguild.net, Diana's website www.distinctivedesignsbydiana.com, and on Facebook
at “Patchogue Medford Quilt.”
Anyone interested in viewing Berthold’s completed work may do so at the Long Island Quilters’ Society’s biennial quilt
extravaganza, “Asian Inspired” on Saturday, March 20 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday March 21, 2010 from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the Garden City Field House (a new location for this show), located at 295 Stewart Avenue (near the Garden City LIRR
Station). The show will feature more than 200 traditional and art quilts created by regional quilters. The event will also
include vendors, Members’ boutique, Challenge quilts on display, along with a fashion show at 2 p.m. on
- more Saturday featuring locally-made quilted garments. March 20 is National Quilting Day and the Guild plans quilting demonstrations, charity quilt construction and sharing information about the quilt making process with the general public.
Admission is $8. For more information, e-mail to info@liqs.org or visit the Guild’s web site at www.liqs.org
The Long Island Quilters’ Society, Inc. is a nonprofit organization, dedicated to furthering an interest in quilting, encouraging
the preservation of our quilt heritage, and offering year-round instructional opportunities for its members. The Society provides networking opportunities where Long Island quilters can support each others’ growth and development.
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